
From Colonisation to Civil War 
 
 

Age Range:  8-14 

Duration:  25 weeks 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This unit study covers the colonisation of America, the Revolution, the pioneer movement 
west across the continent and the Civil War.  It is designed to be used by a small group, 
meeting once a week with independent work to be completed between meetings.  
However, most of the work could be done as a family or individual child, apart from the 
simulations, which need a group of 4-6 or more to work effectively. 
 
This is an outline of which resources to use, rather than a resource itself.  The Scholastic 
resources can often be found in their Dollar Download Sales.  The Evan Moor History 
Pockets are an alternative to these and are aimed at the younger end of the age range.  I 
have included links to free study guides on the literature where they are available. 
 
We like to kick start our unit studies with a film and ‘National Treasure’ was our starting 
point for this one.  It’s a fun, family film which mentions many of the key figures of the 
American Revolution. 
 
After the initial film week, the remaining 24 weeks are divided into 4 blocks of 6 weeks and 
a work plan can be found on the PDF download.  The literature suggestions are just that – 
you may find books you would prefer to read instead.  Some books are more suitable for 
younger children, e.g. Children on the Oregon Trail, whereas others are for the older end 
of the range, e.g. The Red Badge of Courage. 
 
On the history side, Hands-On History products involve cutting and sticking, so if your child 
isn’t into that, this may involve more work for you!  History Pockets involve less cutting and 
sticking but more colouring and some drawing.  However, they both result in a lovely end 
product that can be kept as a souvenir of this study.  As both products are designed for 
schools, you only need to buy one e-book for the whole group. 
 
The simulations are fun to do and each session takes about an hour, depending on the 
size of the group.  They are also a great opportunity for collaboration, discussion, 
persuasion and group work. 
 
 



Resources 
 

Literature 
 
Colonization: 

 The Witch of Blackbird Pond * 
 
Revolution: 

 Johnny Tremain * 
 
Pioneers: 

 Children on the Oregon Trail 

 The Stout Hearted Seven  +  guide 

 The Captain’s Dog   +  study guide 
 
Slavery: 

 Amos Fortune, Freeman  +   guide 
 
Civil War: 

 Bull Run    +   Study guide 

 Across Five Aprils * 

 The Red Badge of Courage * 

 Rifles for Watie   +   study guide 
 
*     Free study guides are available at 
      Glencoe Literature Library 
 

History 
 
Scholastic: 
 

 Hands on History – Colonization 

 Hands on History – Revolution 

 Hands on History – Pioneers 

 Hands on History – Civil War 

 

 Easy Simulation – Revolution 

 Easy Simulation – Pioneers 

 Easy Simulation – Civil War 

 
 
Evan Moor: 
 

 History Pockets – Colonial America 

 History Pockets – Revolution 

 History Pockets – Moving West 

 History Pockets – Civil War 

  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Witch-Blackbird-Elizabeth-George-Speare/dp/0547550294/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1451494672&sr=8-1&keywords=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Johnny-Tremain-Esther-Forbes/dp/0547614322/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1451494735&sr=8-1&keywords=johnny+tremain
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Children-Oregon-Trail-Puffin-Books/dp/0140301720/ref=sr_1_1_twi_har_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451494808&sr=1-1&keywords=children+on+the+oregon+trail
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Stout-hearted-Seven-Adventure-Children-Orphaned/dp/0914019058/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1451497593&sr=8-7&keywords=the+stout+hearted+seven
http://www.nps.gov/whmi/learn/education/stout-hearted-seven-study-guide.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Captains-Dog-Journey-Lewis-Expedition/dp/0152026967/ref=sr_1_11?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451494839&sr=1-11&keywords=the+captain%27s+dog
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/roland-smith.html
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Amos-Fortune-Puffin-Newbery-Library/dp/0140341587/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451494910&sr=1-1&keywords=amos+fortune+free+man
http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/3797/Amos%20Fortune%20Study%20Guide%20Questions.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bull-Run-Paul-Fleischman/dp/0064405885/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451494991&sr=1-2&keywords=bull+run
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Study-Guide-for-Bull-Run-book-by-Paul-Fleishman-34139
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Across-Five-Aprils-Irene-Hunt/dp/0425182789/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451495063&sr=1-1&keywords=across+five+aprils
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Red-Badge-Courage-Stephen-Crane/dp/1508482764/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451495134&sr=1-1&keywords=the+red+badge+of+courage
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Rifles-Watie-Harold-Keith/dp/006447030X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451495165&sr=1-1&keywords=rifles+for+watie
http://edhelper.com/books/Rifles_for_Watie.htm
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Hands-On-History-Colonial-America
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Hands-On-History-American-Revolution
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Hands-On-History-Pioneers
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Hands-On-History-Civil-War
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Easy-Simulations-American-Revolution-9780545188852
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Easy-Simulations-Pioneers-9780545277310
http://shop.scholastic.com/shop/en/teacherstore/product/Easy-Simulations-Civil-War-9780545277297
http://www.evan-moor.com/p/1012/History-Pockets-Colonial-America
http://www.evan-moor.com/p/1089/history-pockets-the-american-revolution
http://www.evan-moor.com/p/1010/history-pockets-moving-west
http://www.evan-moor.com/p/1091/history-pockets-the-american-civil-war


Work Plan 
 

Wk Literature/Film History 

  Hands-On/HP Simulation 

1 Film:   National Treasure   

2 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 1-8 Hands-On History 
Colonies 
or History Pocket 
Colonial America 

 

3 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 1-8  

4 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 9-16  

5 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 9-16  

6 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 17-21  

7 The Witch of Blackbird Pond chap 17-21  

8 Johnny Tremain chap 1-5 Hands-On History 
Revolution 
or History Pocket 
The American 
Revolution 

Revolution Ep 1 

9 Johnny Tremain chap 1-5 Revolution Ep 2 

10 Johnny Tremain chap 6-8 Revolution Ep 3 

11 Johnny Tremain chap 6-8 Revolution Ep 4 

12 Johnny Tremain chap 9-12 Revolution Ep 5 

13 Johnny Tremain chap 9-12  

14 One of the following: Hands-On History 
Pioneers 
or History Pocket 
Moving West 

Pioneers Ep 1 

15 Children on 
the Oregon 
Trail 

The Stout 
Hearted 
Seven 

The 
Captain’s 
Dog 

Pioneers Ep 2 

16 Pioneers Ep 3 

17 Pioneers Ep 4 

18 Pioneers Ep 5 

19  

20 One of the following: Hands-On History 
Civil War or History 
Pocket Civil War 

Civil War Ep 1 

21 Bull Run Across 
Five 
Aprils 

The Red 
Badge 
of 
Courage 

Rifles 
for 
Watie 

Civil War Ep 2 

22 Civil War Ep 3 

23 Civil War Ep 4 

24 Civil War Ep 5 

25  

 
 


